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Also known as: The recent past, bhuta (“past”), lun

Traditionally, the recent past tense refers to any past action regardless of time period:
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e | heard.

But recall that Sanskrit has three past tenses. Since the ordinary past tense traditionally refers to non-
recent (anadyatana, “not of today”) events, and since the distant past tense refers to distant
(paroksa, “unwitnessed”) events, only this tense can refer to very recent past events. That is why we
call it the recent past tense.

Making the stem

We make the stem of the recent past tense in many different patterns. Some roots use certain
patterns, and other roots use other patterns.

Some roots are completely unchanged:

e -
e bhi - abhuh
e become - you have become

Others use a -a vowel:

* IH — AIH:
e gam - agamah
* go - you have gone

A third group doubles in a special way:

o T — ATHIT
¢ nas - aninasat
e perish, be destroyed - it has perished

A fourth group strengthens with the suffix sis:

o TH - T
* nam - anamsisam
e bow - | have bowed

A fifth group uses sa:
o 3 — ST

e $ru - asrausam
e hear - | have heard

Active Voice (Parasmai Pada)
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PAST PERFECT TENSE

Also known as:Distant past , parokse bhata (“remote past”), lit

The distant past tense usually describes historical or legendary events:

o T — AT
* ni = ninaya
e lead - led (long ago)

Certain types of Sanskrit literature use the distant past tense often. For example, the Ramayana and
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the Mahabharata both use the distant past tense extensively.
Rules of doubling Also known as: dvitva

Generally, we make the stem of this tense-mood by doubling the root. Then we apply some basic
rules to simplify the first copy of the root.

Although each of these rules is basic, there are quite a few of them. As usual, we recommend that you
don't waste time memorizing these rules. Instead, simply get a feel for the kinds of changes that
occur. As you read more Sanskrit, you will naturally start to assimilate and internalize them.

When doubling, long vowels become short:

* TT&T - QT
e da da - dada
e give
o AT AT — =T
e niNni- nini
e |ead
Aspirated sounds become unaspirated:

o YT YT — TUT
e dha dha - dadha
e place

All consonants after the double's vowel are removed:

¢ FH I »F9IH
budh budh - bubudh
awaken

° ~ \_) ~
e 3s as - as
be, exist

And if a root starts in multiple consonants, only one of them is kept. We usually keep the second
consonant:

*H AN T
stu stu - tustu
praise

TIT BT — aeT
stha stha - tastha
stand

But if the second consonant is nasal, we keep the first:

s I H] - HH]
e smrsmr — sasmr
e remember
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Sounds pronounced at the soft palate (ka) shift to the hard palate (ca):

o ITIT — ST
* gaga~-jaga
e sing

r, f, and | become a:

*dd ~dFh
e kr kr = cakr
e do

* 33 ->T9
tF tF - tatf
Cross

* I~ HFIY
klp - caklp
be fit for

Roots that allow samprasarana will use it:

* ALAT - I
e vac vac - uvac
e speak

* IS IS — 89S
* yaj yaj - iyaj
 sacrifice

* 9 » Jd<
¢ vad vad - uvad
e say

For details on samprasarana, see our lesson on the special tenses in karmani and bhave prayoga.

Finally, here is a common exception:

e~
e bhi - babhi
e become

There are various other small rules. But these are the basic patterns. Rather than memorize these
changes, read over the examples above and get a basic feeling for what kinds of sound changes
occur.

Active Voice (Parasmai Pada)
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PERIPHRASTIC FUTURE

Also known as:The distant future tense , the first future, anadyanate bhavisyan (“future not of
today”), lut

The distant future tense traditionally refers to future actions that will not happen soon. In Sanskrit, it
is called an-adyatana (“not of today”). Here is an example of the distant future tense:

o YT AAT

® ramo neta.
e Rama will (eventually) lead.

Kshtrgyn - http://mantrakshar.co.in/


http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/simple_future.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/study.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/i_1_.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/simple_future.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/study.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/we_2_.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/simple_future.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/study.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/we_3_.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/simple_future.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/study.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/you_1_.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/simple_future.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/study.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/you_2_.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/simple_future.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/study.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/you_3_.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/simple_future.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/study.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/he_1_.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/simple_future.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/study.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/they_2_.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/simple_future.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/study.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/lib/exe/detail.php/mantrakshar/they_3_.png?id=sa%3Agrammar%3Averb-tense
http://mantrakshar.co.in/doku.php/hinglish/an
http://mantrakshar.co.in/doku.php/hinglish/an

Last update: 2023/01/30 06:23 sa:grammar:verb-tense http://mantrakshar.co.in/doku.php/sa/grammar/verb-tense

Compared to the simple future tense, the distant future tense describes events that are further away.
It also has a more definite sense than the simple future:
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ROOTS

Causal roots

Also known as: causative roots, nijanta (“ending in the nic affix”)

In the core lessons, we learned that we can create new verb roots from existing ones. These derived
roots modify the root's basic meaning in some way. Once we have a derived root, we can use it the
same way we would use any verb root.
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One of the most common derived roots is the causal root. You can see some examples of it below:

o T — AT — ATIEfa
e ni = nayi - nayayati
lead -» make lead - they make (someone) lead

I — T — IS
car - cari - carayati
walk - make walk -» they make (someone) walk

Some causal roots might have a more idiomatic meaning:

o I
e gamayati
e makes go; passes (time)

Desiderative roots

Also known as: sannanta (“ending in the san affix”)

Desiderative roots have a complex name but express a simple idea. Simply, they express the idea of
wanting to do something.

e jigamisami
¢ | want to go.

A few roots create this derived root without any sense of “wanting”. These derived roots usually have
special idiomatic meanings:

o foer - fafaefa
e tij - titiksati
e be sharp = endures

. ]Iq:—)Tgl Q:-lla
e gup - jugupsati
* protect - detests, despises

o A — HHE(T
* man -» mimamsati
e think - investigates

Nominal roots

Also known as: denominative verbs, namadhatu (“nominal roots”)

There are various suffixes that turn a nominal stem into a verb root. Here, we will share some
common suffixes.

First is the suffix ya:
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o I — THEMT
e putra - putriyati
e son - wants a son

T — FAI(T
kavi - kaviyati
e poet » wants a poet

Intensive roots

Also known as: frequentative roots, yananta (“ending in the affix yan”)

Intensive roots show that an action was done in an intense or frequent way:

o AT — ATAHA
e |lapati - lalapyate
e laments - repeatedly laments

With verbs of motion, the intensive implies crooked or difficult motion:

o TSI

e jangamyate
e goes crookedly
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